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The Analysis and Research on the Status Quo of Hybird Open Access Journals and Impact on Library Ordering Policy

LIU Lei, REN HuiLing, ZHOU Qin, KANG YaHua
(Institute of Medical Information/Medical Library, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Beijing 100005, China)

Abstract: In recent years, with the growing number of hybrid journals supported by publishers, it brings the hidden problem of double-dipping, once collecting APCs
from authors and again subscription fees from libraries. Libraries have pressing need to learn about the general situation of hybrid OA journals, as well as the OA article
quantity and usage, which will provide basis for making reasonable subscription policies. This paper researches on the quantity of hybrid OA journals and their APCs in
12 major databases subscribed by Medical Library, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences. From the perspective of OA articles, it, taking the hybrid journals in Elsevier
ScienceDirect database as an instance, analyzes the amount, proportion and usage of the OA articles between 2012 and 2014. The results show that the number of hybrid
OA journals in those major databases is increasing, however, the proportion and usage of the OA articles is relatively low. The average APC per article in the hybrid OA
journals is USD3,000 and meantime their subscription prices keep going up year by year. The development of hybrid OA journals currently has not yet resulted in great
changes in library subscription policies, which requires continuing concern.

Keywords: Hybrid OA Journals; Article Processing Charges; OA Article Quantity and Usage; Library Subscription Policies
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