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The Development of Tool Libraries in American Public Libraries

ZENG Jing
( Science and Technology Library of Guangdong, Guangzhou 510070, China )

Abstract: In recent years, the sharing economy has driven the development of tool sharing. The Public Libraries are shared, free and useful for all
people, they could be the most suitable ones to facilitate tool sharing. A public library in United States was the first one to build a tool collection. This paper
summarizes the status quo of tool lending services in American public libraries to provide reference to our libraries who want to provide the same services.
It surveys eight American public libraries that have carried out tool lending services, and analyzes the status quo of these libraries’ tool lending services
from the aspects of the context of the tool library’s construction, collections structure, lending policies and practice activities and so on. On this basis,
suggestions are made for the development of tool lending services in Chinese public libraries. It is pointed out that public libraries in China should rely on
community public libraries to conduct tool library pilot services. Large public libraries should prioritize the development of collections of scientific and
technological tools, and promoting the integration of maker space and tool libraries will enhance service performance.
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