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A New Discussion on the Adjustment of Geography Categories in Chinese Classified Thesaurus under the New Development of Geography

XIE QingHeng
( National Library of China, Beijing 100081, P. R. China )

Abstract: As the largest integrated indexing tool of classification and subject cataloging in China, the Chinese Classified Thesaurus (CCT) has played
an important role in the organization and dissemination of disciplinary knowledge. However, with the rapid development of geography, some problems in
the current CCT geography category, such as untimely updating of geography knowledge and unscientific sub-category division, have emerged. Based on the
analysis of the latest development of geography and the key issues of the current geography category in the CCT which include an unclear hierarchy of the
subject, the incomplete coverage of disciplinary areas, and a highly fragmented distribution of subject contents, this paper suggests that the geography category
should be reintegrated into four secondary categories, namely, comprehensive geography, physical geography, human geography, and information geography.
Additionally, the subdivisions were consolidated to avoid a lengthy glossary. From an interdisciplinary perspective, the new K9 category classifies various
research areas related to geography, retaining the relationship between geography and other disciplines. Furthermore, some new words are included in the
category to demonstrate the new development of geography. The new category will be helpful to improve working efficiency of book cataloging and shelving,
and consulting experience of readers for geography documents, and promote the communication of geography knowledge.
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