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1 BASHAT I

Spectre 257 1 ( bounds check bypass, BCB) "
J& T B F S 0 SR A Bk W DR AR Y
Rtk o A HATHRRE MR T IR, ST BRI 243 S H
R BITRAT , TR PR AE 52 35 B R PRAT I, K0 Bk %
3 SR B, 23 SR 2 4 HE T I TR 23 Sk B AN X
PATI L N3k 1 Fim , x Ui Ed MRS, 56
1708 DL A A 4R, 5 2 170 x ¥R, X
B R ViIA]

&1 T BEHRE

1% (%z]
1 if ( x < arrayl _ size )
2 y = array2[ arrayl[x] x256 ];

FH BT, B4 arrayl J5 B 25 ) 770 50K
F B, Bk A AT LU Y 2R 00 S A%, A 1E x
S TSR HEI PRAT 26 2 A7 AR, AT 5 R] 2] ar-
rayl 5|5 WEUREYE . T IEEE TEURKX
I, X B FE AR WL, ot A R R B A D T
R, Uil Mok 2 ) W DX array2 . HEIN 04T O 48
BSASBRR ARG R (EE BRI LA RE,
TR R G5 T R A R IR SR 2 o SR
BT T BT ZATAT (cache line) , 75 & HUHED 55
WA, RSN SHIHER , PR T R IR 2 P i e
A B A5 [R] I a] o PRk, B0t 25 T Ll i
00 e 7 DX I ] I [] A AR A At array 1 150) 2]
R BRI

Spectre ZF i 2 ( branch target injection,
BTI) ™ FE(RREA 43 3 B0 3 AAUHE I 2 5
Bk , X T 1Al Bk K ek B0 98 4, 18 2 T Bk %
Jila) o AR 2w Mol i i R I R S il A
1552 %5 H BT AE AT B, K38 43 32 H AR G2 wh 2%
(branch target buffer, BTB) , Bk#% % ¢ 2 () #2 /¥ Bt ,
Bl 1 FR RSS2 15, 572800 1 A, ZE TR
A7+ 35 B X T AR 2R 45 4 ) i s e e 2 L
2, T4 BURAE B o

Meltdown 7% 7fi 3 ( rogue data cache load,
RDCL) ™ £ 50 3% 30 A5 45 52 1 b YLLK 1X 43 T
T IR AL R , A4 F P A BR BN AR . 84 &
GERRBE LT DLRIEF] - 5 N AZ R U5 ) 2 R BT Y,
R ZRGEVR A T8 , A% B 2 1) 0 0 e S 21
ASFH P BERR Y e U Bk 25 (8], ZEFR P AT, B O
FEEEAE (translation lookaside buffer, TLB) #£47 B0 b
HEZ Y A hE e o R A W BB A T RSN
AR TUHEVI AR g = A oh  JFE MBI E R S 12
Intel 4bFgRH, TUERDT R RAR I K A 2 AR 48 2
R BE . I, o #F 7E R e B BT R A
BEE  TEHR SRS Z AT, I 82 HHE 2 FT LA FI 3R
IR BRI 3 i B R e ) P AR, 00 T 4 i Uk
ISR B N

Spectre-NG Z=E #fi 1. 1 ( bounds check bypass
store, BCBS) " A5Fh 1 vh ot 7 5 3 acf 43 A7 HE 0 4,
A7 R BEERAERT T U 28 45 4 10 e A AR BB
TARR 1.1 FER AN AT EHAER N, 5
WRBIATE 2 222 FoR 45 cly [ 8 10 77l BRE0OR [F]
Mtk X3, 2 SRR B A T, 5 2 A5 A
BT R P AT IR 11454, I i 5 1A A (LK
BRI , DA TR 13 B BRA T I % 1) R R A XA , MRS
R B MR

x2 TEIL1BERG
vz

1 if (y < array _len )

2 oyl =m

NN
qo

Spectre-NG ZE7# 1. 2 ( read-only protection by-
pass,RPB) ! FE AT U741 B, TLB 23 K 5 5T
FTAY LS AL FRER PR, PATITA E X 24 Hij 52 1T 9 3
VERG A 7 Intel ZbFRRS A, XPAN FRAS 2 2 7EF5
L PEAZ GBI . PR, B X B R A ]
AT ERAE)E , A S IR ARG ARS8 £ 55  7E S5
ARSI R B 1 P, BB A R 2 95 2248 2
i, Bk 20 A B, AT R 15 B o

Spectre-NG ZF #fi 3a ( rogue system register

read, RSRR) ' ] P 25 4 8 6 352 BUA P A 25 T
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Vilnl A, 7 R e . (B5728% 3 2541, 1%
S HAE ARM ¢ Intel (140 FRAS R TEHE 2 HE 52 B Be
AEER, FESERE S W AL BRI AN BEEE A LS

Spectre-NG 7% #f1 4 ( speculative store bypass,
SSB) ! b FAE R S FAF (load store queue) 4t
— AR AEAR S AR VT AE I K, BEE RIE VI A7
— Bk, A TR B R R PR, 1 SRR
VB o ZEREVTAF TR 2 ik AR AP A I, D7 A7
P HED J5 ZE U4 2 5148 2 R R B ATE—2
PEEOR . A HEN S S DT AR T Z HT R 984, U
ATLASeAT . TEJG S0 R AP TE —BUHE 20K, I 2
EHENPAT VB TR 5 53 SCHENAR A, X
Tl U WL 1 XA R 5 4 TE R i, {ELTE B0IAR 2R 45 # Bk
BE WO BBUERE BT BB B A BRI, 7ESR 3, arrayl
[x AU , al x-5 ] dd8 ) arrayl [x ], 55
2 TR R 7 i R AR U . HX BeAURS Y
PUTIAAEX R PAT I 7 al x-5 ] bR 84 (1
5 3 ATRTHR BRI, 26 3 ATHEAT TAR 2 15T .
N5 3 A7A N5 0] 3 UK , (H M e T8 i
PAT K BUREE B A i

®3 LTH4WETRG

7% vz
1 a = &arrayl[5];
2 a[x5] = 3;
3 y = array2[ arrayl[x] x256 ];

Foreshadow & i 5 ( L1 terminal fault,
LITF) 7" G55 Present bRif {74k B 0 5§
PR BFRIN R 1 B, 28 TLB 11 3R 540 J5 i ) P
BETERL, S A A o AEL IR AR E T 5] S0 Ak 3 A B AL
B AR AR D SA T A B (R 7 o it kil i
T 1) A BUBBIR TS SR AE — A7 I, 5 7T RE B 32 B
IR G SLHR A, T2 BUE B ER . R A XA
Tk, B B T N SGX  #R4E R Gt SMM. UL
VMM Hh g3 BURA 25 0805

Spectre-NG SpectreRSB™"*1 3% [1] & 4 (1) Bk
¥ H#r i RSB (return stack buffer) i, 7£ RSB
HRAEAE R bt 55 SEBR R H A st AN [ B A 2 |
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EERHEN . A 2RI EA] DL BOR B bk R
D, A4 B sl s o 3R I hE AT S | B C
Py 22 b — U AR 1 3R (5] #h bk 5 S 7E RSB
s it ik 14542k B BTB F) {5 B R #E DU Bk 4% H A5
(Intel) o 3 52 k78 3 8148 4> (9 F00 J7 1) , W] LASAAT
MR R B, R 1 SRS 2 47, Rl it 45
Bt

Spectre-NG LazyFP™ 7£ | F C 40t i
T FPU K SIMD %7 astRATER BRGNS, L, 4
P R A BRI 5 A0 3, 7E I Z AT S8 FPU K
SIMD BATTI ENATT ], Y5 2L 2 Ui M AH K A
an PR AR A o B SR AT R S AR T
AE I S SRR

SgxPectre'® Syl JF i BE 5% 404 Y 22
Intel #&£ 4 SGX (Intel software guard extentions), i
I — A4 KRR TR 4 R A SRR R
HRar, I AR PP R AL E AR B S A PAT IR, BR
K enclave , B IEARTIAEHR 4 %5 T A5 X EURAF B
BB B, T ngPectrem o A Intel ZbFESS
enclave 5/RA[{E X 84548 #6 5 RSB 5 BTB; Ifi H.,
K FH SpectreRSB'" {3tk )5 12, #EHE A enclave R,
HEI%k BTB Jf5i il HE2S RSB NS, ffif53E A en-
clave J5,%5 1 ZR A5 4 Bk i 2 G B B,
enclave PN AR 2 58 45 Wi 4

SpectrePrime/MeltdownPrime' ! £ 1% &b 7
P TR G, B — X T8
FER B2 AE 7T BE 2 5 i B KA 2 b R AF AR 2
SpectrePrime/MeltdownPrime R\F|F T ZE#EMHATE
BRVERT, 20 H A% b [ b bk 9 B2 47 AT B AL TE AL
WA, Mot o U 0] 2% b 0 L R , U2 fh T 4%
FERBOMA R M VIAIRER . 54550 1 o Hr sk
Bt ) JE S ], T 2 T A I 225 A Hh R
BB

NetSpectre'®’ SR FHH#EM BTN, Bk T 7 LLST
BUAS s 3 AL , NetSpectre 38 i 13 10 376 v 115411
M EAEARS B T BT, 39 2 3 35 R 2 SR
o

SPOILER"™  JEUi A7 i P4 1R 1 6L T &350 52
BRI HEBEAA, S5 & B Intel KbFER HIK 20 fi7
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Mtk A ) i A AT o A AL, 7T DS HE R
bk 5 Yy B AR R S SC R , K2 Rowhammer 28
R G

ZombieLoad""*' Tntel &b 30 %% 7775 £ Fh 45 45
VAHER WL (forwarding mechanism ), (141,
BB ZE W X (store buffer) 3 E 2% wr [X (fill buffer)
FE 1 (load ports ) H A R KK 8 K Inf 1 T 45
BERAE, HAE BRI, Intel I E L2 5CAD
APBSRAFAE T 2% vh X B0 1 P BRI IHA 2L, 7R
AT AR o A BRI SR 38, DU B O K S R
PAT , AT DRAIERR 7 i TE B P o (HX R AL 7T BE 2>
A Z T8 B BURERE A% 45 o 3, JF R i
RE5H, SR B MR

2 AEHZRHF

TEAG SR R e RE A R G5 b, B Z Bt H s
JEARTIERE, RV A3 5 B 30 PN BT BRAT B 1 4 B
SR, PR TR PP A B 7 A ) A S R, 7E B
AT AR AR IR ATAE B PR, X B 56 2R (A5 0
IKEIHZE , EARAR & S BRI AT AL BRI BE 1 o i,
TR R S5 BT R 2 BRI Bk LA i
KEPEREIR S , LIHRTHE S FOFATAL BLARE Sy B S
AEBRRE I LA R RARG AL FERE T o T e R U I A
Wl SR AR B 7 A I R R R T 2 R
AP BRI AT 2, RITEL R AT AN AT
2.1 EFHUT

WA RRGEA 3 SR REL AT ik AR
T+ BB R 4R S HIEATAL BERE T . RIIZ S
TR BT Rl — i ph A AT 2 26468 %, BIOEAT
AP R B Be 62, 7ER 18] b SE Bl 489047 58
12 SEAR Y3 B IR B T K S 28, 1
Z3 [A]_EARTHE 2 I 4T AL BRRE 1 5t 4 R H 3h 2 K
LR R HE A A TR THBR B , VAR R
RO ATFEHOB R R RS0 T S AT g%
FEMTR ST , T BE— 2P 3R THE S 1 IFAT AL B AE
71 Lan

AW 28 B A B BRI [
I8 HIFATALBRRE STl R, Wl S B 2 Y Je SR TR

YRR E R L IR 2 PR AT T . 7EALBRAR A B —
FARS KB, T5 ZEARCH B2 BT IAT 98 4 X 1A
REHIE LR, EUN A AR R R R4
BAF R RS AL SE o (E TR R A B2, L
WA Ja SE RV R N8B G A7 b B s SR Y TR
Tm#E] TLB 4, X L6 iR & 25 MRS 1 U
AW IERTE. i, 25 B 285 B
IR BRTT R 54 B BUE R UAR R 5 IF AR
S IR AR S R PATRTAPIRES o

2.2 HEWHAT

W, FEF IR LML AR S P T, T 2
I VF 201 3 Wk R TR 4 RAE IR I 7 18],
PATHTTG (R o SR, A X B35 4 1Y 3t ik 2R 4%
Mrish, JEAN B E B P B RIB L 7 1] o DO, 5
FEJREEARS PR SRR AT 2T B AR T
RIPATRLE . DI, A B R FH 22 Fh BIL 1 77 A e
FPRAT BIBEE i s, LA Bk 07 1) SRR Bk EE o Ak
PR 7 S A5 2B R BE AT 7 16, 4R AT Bk AR
ZEAHNHITE B, 5IEH HHE S IAT—HF, 58 U fir
% R T ROB 1, Sig[Rlmf, 4bBH A% 2 ff B WL
S TERT SRR R PIRZS o TR SO,
i PN IERA , AT OB RAT S5 SR 5E, THER T 2332
182 5 I A BRI 25 PN AR, WK IR
ZE B ATAIRES

WG NAF— B, ST R P S8R A
PERAE, BE B B Mk I RTINS | )5 2 R
VEARBEIAT , LASR )R SE B R R VR OB T X 5 $4E
HAESEPRAY SN, O T X AR A 5% 2R B0
TKLIEIE , Ab PEAS 51 AN AF 1 B (memory disam-
biguation) HLHI" , 1T T LA 4 AT BT s, I B
P4 AT 0] ATES B4R A s H i B HH R Z BT
BISAAT o ZEMBIEARAT )R , A AP AEMBISC 2R , AT LA4
S fo FH AR AT 19 AR B0 5 A AP FEHOBIOE 2R TR O
B TR SR B2 09E %

SEFHATHLHAH [, D AT 5 AT 5
EWAFEAR AT TR @ MK S SR R AR 1Y
e,

2.3 miESE
FET IR A A LB, E R0 A8 AT DA R 4
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SRR W - A R R o T TR A A
ARSI IEE 4 JERTAL P AT S5 45 T
W RS RAF T 7R 0 SN B A T B, B R
M DA TR S22 03X 2 D IRTREREA F R A
PATHIE DR BURE B ABUR RS . R
J& , B B PN AR R AR S B 2R AL, AT 3R H
HURMR 2 E

x4 R0 R iR S %

ARRI 24 B il 2R 2
A 3 il
AR 1.2 il
A 3l Fisi
Al 517 Fil
LazyFP'"*! FeE T
MeltdownPrime!'*! T
ZombieLoad! '’ pntisn
A5 F 11 MR
A fp 2t HIR
AsFp 1. 100 e R
A5 fi 4161 My 7R
SpectreRSB!'12) MR
SegxPectre*] 14 R
SpectrePrime ! MR
NetSpectre'”] 1 R
SPOILER"! R
3 mERE

SE SRS PRAT TR T B ety BT LA o 3 A48
BANE 1 PR H G, Bk R A i A R
TR WIS AR, B 38 B AT RAT I 26 0 L, 7
BUSRAT RO 1A, S A URS i B 2L ik R 46
YRR s B , AT LA 3 U453 77 ke WA ok 2 45
MR, SREUBURME B
3.1 SR SHISH

Wl 2R 2 i 1) e 3 T I A I PR AT B P S AR
B 52 T 3 R T A R A PRAT R ARG
TEBAAZALFRES v, SR 7R 45 4 SR FH 22 s A 110
FREFF AT I o o R ARBE (RSB SRR 2, B
A )RR I X S IR 8 52 F H R AT I, T
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LEPITIES

2. AR R fﬁl R f
ZEpIR A e

e e e

3. fEE K
el A — 1
|
SR A s
| SR B | g Jl

Bl BRSHITHESR

o R AT 7 s 2 S I AL X T PRAT TR
Wro CRIRAT UGB IR n B4 .

PHT( pattern history table ) ; 43 3% 7 ill] % % F
PHT |73 30382 ke . R, Mok 2 vl LUdE
N2k PHT St GRS ST 8oy, ane sl 1,

BTB ( branch target buffer) ; 4k ¥ 28K F§ BTB i
SRS S A B e 45 S 1Y PC{H K Bk J7 ) o
ARFh 2 2 SgxPectre RIFI F BTB F 48 TR AR K AT
RS R B,

RSB ( return stack buffer) : 24 RSB 7245115 2. 5
A AR [F) I, 2 772 55 R A9 1% DL o Spectr-
eRSB R F B4 HEM A9 77 U2 RSB N 2, SR
Aib PR X R [0 4 4 HEM AL A A9 T IR DA T 8 AR,
BT BURE B o

STL( store to load) : 3 f i T 5 #4E Hbdik R
BfRAT , TIN5 5 5 S A AP TE s bk vh 2%
PR PRI ZE, AL B 5 AWNTRIE B, NFF
TH IR YE Z BT A PRAT i 58, 0000 24 i A9 B4 B 5
SR AT B0 G R iR, R 4 K
SPOILER B FH it AL ] 5 5 5 00 Ak 51 A A ok A
B AU T 57 BUE B o

WAk, it — BT R G E ST ARER,
BURFI$E 2 R HE BAEA R T ME, X MRLE#H
T[] — AR A [ B (B AR AT A 3 B DR

Fes W28 T 1) 5 ) P8 4 B 1™ A B A 2R
(] R AR MR . TE IR R G5 h P e 2
Fift 7 AT LA P ok 4 38 itk 5 5 5 2R T, A
i) A X3 A S e X0 8 7 [ 0 R
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FHTCR A S 1k 2 4 R 07 10) by kAN X 5 5, X 28
BISNERA AT RERE B s T 00 BROR U . (ELRE E ik
B2 15N KB B A B s S X AR 3 A R
Bt

3.2 MERGEREHRE

AIFTSCATA , TR R HEN B 6 b 1Y 4 f5 AR 3
B HTHAT I HE X TR R G54 E BB FE TR K &R &
PR IRE SR E B ZATHPIRES . ERIR RS -
AIBRZR , B TIN5 M A 0 A A, R T2 S 3 A
PSR SR EE B SEE . Blan : e AT
B R BTEGA T BT —BERE R R E M
AT BT R

N EIEBUR A R G540 i RS, 78 Bk 1)
S TR 2 AR R AR Fr BLik
TTRTATER REEHARAS , 0 , 3@ 1 CLFLUSH 4§54
BRI\ A R RS, Bl I S AE A
Bl B R BO g B AT & 0, B,
T8 A R A BT AR Y 20 3RS B AR R TR TR
BAERE AT, B T B BB AR 8%

3.3 MEESHREREHNETN

HHET, © A 2R B R R 7E BB 452 0
FIH S WU R G H R ZS A BICE , 3X S8 5 B R A
518 o A A TE 5 12 TT A5 BOZE S AR 54 v il
B FARE R B o Biln, 53 U B Sk A B
BEAME R ST B A . BRI IR RS
FENAETE o [B]0 (5 T8 DO RGN 5 18 LA 2 i i 0 3
%,

H1 T AN (30 S L B0 S B, IR 2
MATESENE TS, mtERRA SR 2
REAFER , BT U5 A 6 R R B AT R AN , e
DABCT o FT LA 8 DX Al Py 7 [ e [ = 2 0
Ay a], TP i 52 T 2 R Y TR AT O B SRk
Bl . CABBESPATIRIR AR S A5 E 7k
R AEHURAE B o

EMEAFMIEEL S8 2 R, HUEHEE
A RIS 5 5 AR 1 ik 25 6] 43 L A5 B AR B
A% FH 3 T 5 /D 3K 3% 42 3K g (eviction set based
method ) /Y J7 &, @1 Prime + Probe. Evict + Time,
Prime-Abort ; B# Bt 7% 7T LUF) F & R0 32 35 3

i 25 18], 4 3 T I S BOHE IXOOR Y ik
(shared memory based method ) , {1 Flush + Reload
Flush + Flush, 2% 2 75 280565 1 MOk B R T |
faFEER I . BT D57 B N I BURE
B, HL AT DLy B SR R AR B s, R S D
Flush + Reload 533 > i 13 B . X o J 3

%5 Flush + Reload I H &%
P Bk
Y 3 AR 2 3 A AR A TRA T ) R 22 3] 1 4
P X bk, K A UL X 35k

2 Tl R I X S 2 R AT BN AT

AT R, BROWLIN DX SRR , kA A7

s
. HERW IR KRB BT B, %

ViR TRV B0, 1 P 32 3 3 BERR U7 IR i B0
5 TR E BT SRR S

4 I R B

X0 B A PAT BT 1Y 3 AR, KR T kA
3 KM, XTI, LA, B R 2 TR R AT LA
3 3t 5 10 e TN 0 Sl 00 4 A A T U 19 7
R AT DATE o K i b BB G 1 R R P A, 5 2
A, AT LA IR RTRAT 48 2% Tk R 4540
AR, 53 4, B 1k T A B R A AR
BT R AR R A AR AR PR R
4.1 PhIE#EEI% R R S R

Xt F 4 RIS Yw I A A 1 AEFh 2 SgxPectre DL J
SpectrePrime , Intel 4 i 5 57 (i ) 77 1 , 76 72 5 o
FHARERE BT854, XM b Bl 1B AN [R]85 % 1) 22 42 3%
Z a4 3G B AE=E . dnid@at SMEP B ik P
AAPES L2 58 it IBPB B 1F N 6] 38 58 4% 2
) 22 5 3 2k IBRS B 1k 3% 8 4% P9 AS [ 2 ] F9
$Z ) Google 4 i Y Retpoline™™" 4 ] 422 Bk 4%
R IR 45 2B ey & 4 AR BT S A SE B, wi
{5 BANF 4 32 HARGE i X (BTB) , i 2 i 3% [5]
Mokl SEER, AT B7 1 4% I 2k . BRBY i i 75
RSN K A SR A Dy SRR A, DA T RELT
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HfeF 52 FH Z BRSNS, Fr, 8 BRB 5]
NBE P GAFRETR, 0 ST A B 0 B B o3 SR
B TR HE 2= 5 AR

XF T WiZR IR 28 Fh 3 K2 Meltdown , #:4E R 5t
NP RE {0 A BR HEAT A 7= AR b, T2 T A
PIAZ T 3R F% 55 (kernel page table isolation, KPTI) 4/,
120K Py s 1) AR P 23 ) R B B, P AR
PAT IR T BT IR B N AZ B . 28 F 5 ok il
DI 2 ANER AFAETCRUN K 40 b bk 3 4 $8 h hk 1)
WS, BUREHRTE — R B A . W LB AR 5 "]
A A 75 DRI OS5 IR 1y P b ik s B JEAR(E,
B A I TCRON R BURBIRHE R B th B A
4.2 BilEREREN EREN

Xof T R AP 2L TR 1 22k 2 2R 3 SgxPec-
tre ) ) SpectrePrime, Bj 1F #E I $h 4T XF G2 47 5 149 1)
AR AY AT LAE 3 3 ZE I U A B BRAT , Bl - TT L) 7 #E
W VIAFH8 2 BT %S N LFENCE 484, 72 Z B 3 32
T8-S WU , RIH0 E BkHe 7 19 5 AT VT 4R
Ao BEXTHI R I R ER AL 15 R @i, 007
SE I EEAS TR I R RO B R fE IR
FrB, IR AE A TS 13 J5 4 A LFENCE $54-, JATHT £
UEAEI BAT B V5748 2 A BUB TR R G50 T B A7 1Y
R

A A RT LR A 4 B AL A A T PR AT 5 |
L B TR 2R G AR AR S B A A AR A% 22 S )
PR AR [ AT BB S, R Ui
VERE 2 )5, BIENDIR S BIEER S , WG X
FEHIERMIARSEH, G NRFAE R RAL, dfA
VR R A AR BN KA S AL 53 T R
InvisiSpec ™ Fl SafeSpec ™" RIF F T 1t By 0 B2

InvisiSpec £t Xf £ 2% vh X, >R F 5 132 5 BA 3]
(load store queue, LSQ) —— X i FA) 4 ] 2% £7 4 B
(speculative buffer, SB) g sRAEM W VTF-E B, % F
TR R G5 HARE ST UL, FEVTAFRAE R AR HE
DUARZS I 6], 7T A8 Hh T At A% X AR [ 3 ik 1 55 B4
MRAL . R, 75 BB A S U182, B ldn N2
FELAFER BRI, 5 AR O B AT L
Bo A WERERME, W ZEHIEZF, G0, %A
BRI AR, 7 70 A7 . DRIEHE DN 22 A7 R B

— 780 —

5 JE N A7 — BB AL, I B AR O 4% 5 (valida-
tion) o TE—ZRVIFARIELE ROB 55— &M , At h
THABFE SR BB, R E SR B
ZWN PR, B 5 FEORKLIEZE ., & E
il — RIS N — B R D R 484,
A LU 5% (exposure) B NG A7 N B B 5AT
B

InvisiSpec $& i 1 2 FhJ7 R R IR ERE 5 % 4
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A survey of transient execution attacks and defenses

Li Ye* ™, Li Peinan™ | Zhao Lutan™ , Hou Rui™ , Zhang Lixin*, Meng Dan ™
( " Institute of Computing Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)
( ™ Institute of Information Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100093 )
(™ University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049 )
Abstract
The current research status of attacks and defenses of transient execution vulnerabilities are introduced. The
meltdown-type and spectre-type attacks which exploit the execution window caused by branch speculation and out-
of-order execution in modern processors are expounded. Specific vulnerabilities which observe the micro-architec-
tural changes to steal sensitive information are summarized, including sixteen variants exploiting the transient execu-
tion after exception or interrupted instruction, mis-predicted branch, and memory disambiguation. Three steps to
construct transient execution attacks, vulnerable micro-architecture components and corresponding defense steps are
discussed. The research direction of processor architecture is predicted. The methodology of introducing security
analysis for performance optimization and balancing performance and security at the beginning of CPU design will be
one of the important trends of computer micro-architecture design in the future.
Key words: transient execution, side-channel attacks, branch speculation, out-of-order execution, memory

disambiguation, mis-trained branch prediction mechanism
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