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The Overview of the FY2009 Budget
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture

CHEN Heping
(China Science and Technology Exchange Center, Beijing 100045)

Abstract: The Administration’s budge for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is $97 billion for

FY2009, up 5.1% from the FY2008 appropriation. Nutrition assistance and crop insurance account for most of

the increase. The discretionary subtotal is $21billion, up 1.6%. Natural resources protection and research and

rural development would receive less. Animal and plant health and food safety programs would receive more.
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