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Overview of Wetland Protection and Restoration Policies in U.S.

CHEN Heping
(China Science and Technology Exchange Center, Ministry of Science and Technology, Beijing 100045)

Abstract: The evolution of U.S. government’ s policies for wetland management can be divided in three
phases which are wetland development period, policy transferring period, and no—net-loss period, which ran
through the U.S. history. During the colonizing and expanding period, the acre of wetland for other purposes re-
sulted in loss of wetland. Direct encouragement for changing wetland into other purpose ended in late 20th cen-
tury. As direct and indirect encouragement for exploring wetland was fading out, the policies for protection of
wetland are gradually accepted by the public. While the goal of no—net-loss is adopted, the effort to protect and
restore wetland is strengthened.

The paper presents the overview of U.S. policies for wetland protection and restoration, such as wetland ba-
sic situation, the management of wetland by federal government, and some inspiring for reference.
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