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Measures of the United States to develop the science of science
policy and its inspirations to China

CHENG Ruyan
(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: In recent years, with the increasing importance of science and technology management decisions,
it is predicted that global R&D investment will exceed 1.2 trillion dollar in 2011. As the growth of science and
technology investment, especially the financial science and technology investment, government faces an important
problem of how to formulate scientifically decision of science and technology investment. The United States proposed
to develop an emerging field of interdisciplinary research—science of science policy in order to provide theoretical
and scholarly basis for its S&T decisions. The paper mainly analyses the background, concept, research content,
research tools, funding and achievements related to the science of science policy and proposes some inspirations
to China.

Key words: science of science policy; science of science and innovation policy program; STAR METRICS;
S&T decision



