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Abstract: America has been maintaining a leading level in the basic research and keeps the highest paper 
citation in the world, although the amount of academic papers published and papers’ cited number have decreased 
in the last decade.In 2011, the stubbornly high unemployment and fierce rivalry between the two parties have 
formed an unavoidable environment for US basic research. This article analyzes the impacts of the overall climate 
on the main entities involved in basic research, be it a Federal department, or an agency or a university. It also 
introduces their response to the impacts.
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