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Building up a new energy strategy in South China Sea,
Speeding up the exploration of oil and gas
resources in the South China Sea

WU Chongbo

(Center of South East Asian Studies, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005)

Abstract: The South China Sea is rich in oil and gas resources. In recent years, some ASEAN countries
vigorously explored oil and gas resources in this area. Although China has repeatedly stressed that China has
indisputable sovereignty over the South China Sea islands and their adjacent waters, China has not been exploited
its oil and gas resources. Facing the radical exploration of the Southeast Asian countries, China should pay
attention to the enormous impacts of the South China Sea oil development strategy on the national oil security
and economic security, and take effective efforts to promote the exploration of the South China Sea oil and gas
resources, along with enhancing the cross-strait cooperation in oil and gas resources.

Key words: the South China Sea; oil and gas resources; neighboring countries; oil and gas exploration; oil
and gas development strategy in the South China Sea



