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Abstract The paper  analyzes the evolution of global Top200 companies’ R&D activities for the last two 
decades and the place of Chinese companies in the Top200 List. It shows that the total R&D investment of them is 
increasing year by year, whereas deep gaps exist between different industries. The shares of different industries are 
changing: for automobiles, aerospace and defence domain, it keeps stable roughly; it trends down for chemistry, 
electronic & electrical equipment; and for pharma & biotech as well as software & computer services it trends 
upward. Since 2005, Chinese companies have entered the Top200 List and their amount appearing in the list has 
arrived up to 5 in 2010. It is demonstrated that the R&D investment of Chinese companies grows increasingly year 
by year with the ranks rising  but its share in Top200 is still small with very disproportion between industries.
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