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Antarctica expedition and local social-economic development

Case study: Tasmania’s Antarctic industry development plan

WU Yilin
( Chinese Arctic and Antarctic Administration, the State Oceanic Administration of China, Beijing 100860)

Abstract: Tasmania, an island of Australia, released the Antarctic Sector Initiative in the State Government’s
Economic Development Plan for 2011. Aiming to support businesses that can provide a range of services for
Antarctic expedition, regarded as an emerging industry, the local government dedicated to encourage and cultivate
the Antarctic industry clusters for the next 10 to 15 years. The initiative outlined the planned pattern and future
perspective of Antarctic Sector, as well as the measures that Tasmania government will take, for example, to set
up industry clusters in view of the international market; constantly optimize and rebuild the local infrastructure;
construct a good investment environment; create more job opportunities; strengthen the development of culture
heritage and innovation industries; exploit the design and processing technology applied in extreme climate
conditions; drive the development of services including transportation, warehousing logistics, and exhibition and
travel businesses; in the meantime, make Hobart city, the capital of Tasmania, become the “Capital of Antarctic
Capability” in a global market. It can be seen that the Antarctic expedition has no direct relationship with social
and economic activity, but providing a range of services for expedition could bring opportunities for local
development.

Key words: Australia; Antarctica expedition; local development; Capital of Antarctic Capability



