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R & D activities of the U.S. federal laboratories and
its technology transfer

GU Yanfeng
( The Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: The scientific research system of the U.S. is supported by the four pillars including the U.S. federal
laboratories, company-sponsored R&D institutions, universities and non-profit private research institutions, which
undertake the main national research tasks. The federal laboratories, as a major force to promote the transformation
of scientific research achievements, play a decisive role in R&D and innovation activities. This paper summarized
federal labs’ activities in technology transfer and its experiences, taking the National Institute of Health (NTH),
subordinated to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, as an example. The implementation of
technology transfer by NIH has not only promoted the economic growth, but also ensured the government’s public
investment returns and the public health and welfare. It is believed that the technology transfer and basic research
can be combined into an interactive process in a virtuous cycle.
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