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Efficient use of R&D investment in the UK and its implication

WANG Zhongcheng
(Chinese Science and Technology Exchange Center, Beijing 100045)

Abstract: According to data released in 2011, the UK’s research and development (R&D) investment in
2009 totals 25.9 billion pounds accounting for 1.84% of GDP, which has exceeded the best level in history (being
1.80% in 1999 and 2001 respectively). The UK’s major R&D funding comes from enterprises and government,

which account for 45% and 32% of the total investment respectively. At the same time, the report International

Comparative Performance of the UK Research Base—2011 was released. It concludes that the UK research has

outstanding features including very comprehensive research fields, broad international cooperation, high quality

of research, efficient use of R&D investment, and so on. The paper analyzed the efficient use of UK’s R&D

investment and its implication to China.

Key words: UK ; R&D investment; R&D efficiency



