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Introduction and Analysis of Eight Science Priorities of UK

LI Zhen-xing
(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Recently, British Chancellor George Osborn highly appraised the contribution of science and
technology development to Britain’s economic growth in a speech at the British Royal Society, at the same
time proposed eight science priorities from viewpoint of the government. These highlighted fields include the
Big Data Revolution and energy-efficient computing, Synthetic Biology, Regenerative Medicine, Agri-Science,
Energy Storage, Advanced Materials and Nano-technology, Robotics and Autonomous Systems, and commercial
applications of satellites and space technology. Although the British scientific community cannot entirely agree the
eight priorities proposed by Osborn, but Osborn’s speech is bound to have a great influence on selection of UK’s
research priority in the future. This paper briefly introduces and analyzes these eight priorities, hoping to provide
references for policy making and science priority selection in China.

Key words: UK ; fundamental science; priorities



