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Organizational Change and Development Strategy of
the Interdisciplinary Research

—A Case Study of the NSF-Funded Science

WEN Shao-bao, PIAO Zhong-he
(Educational College, China West Normal University, Nanchong 637009)

Abstract: In the 1970s, the National Science Foundation of the U.S. established a series of research centers

including the Industry-University Cooperative Research Center, Engineering Research Center, Science and

Technology Center, to enhance its industrial competitiveness in the world. These development plans, taking the

“interdisciplinary research” as the important tasks of the center, encourage interdisciplinary research in order to

promote the interaction of academic disciplines and to achieve multidisciplinary integration and diversification

of research organization. In the meantime, the plans aim to solve complex problems to meet the needs of the state

and society and promote technology and knowledge development. This paper, taking the NSF-funded science

and technology centers as a case study, explores the development strategy of interdisciplinary research from the

perspective of the organizational changes.

Key words: organizational change; discipline funded; development strategy of interdisciplinary research;

science and technology center



