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German Innovation Alliance of Photovoltaic Technology:
A Successful Promotion Model of Government for

Industry-University-Research Collaboration

ZHANG Kuai
(Nanjing Municipal Science and Technology Commission, Nanjing 210018)

Abstract: The Innovation Alliance in Germany is an efficient way to promote the innovation ability of
high-tech industries. With the support of the German government, it is developed to be an enterprise-dominated
innovation model which formed close cooperation among industries, universities and research institutes for the
purpose of promoting R&D of industrial key technologies as well as training of high qualified R&D professional.
This mode of government support for R&D in industry has brought more than 4 times R&D investments
from the industry, indicating the guiding of government policy and leverage effect of the public R&D funds.
Innovation Alliance of Photovoltaic Technology is one of the successful cases among numerous innovation
alliances in Germany. The paper analyses the development situation of innovation alliances in Germany,
and introduces the organization, characteristics and operating mechanism of German Innovation Alliance of
Photovoltaic Technology.

Key words: Germany; photovoltaic technology; innovation alliance



