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Abstract Based on the document of the Dutch government’s Energy Report 2011, the paper studies the energy 
policy of the Netherlands. The core of the policy is that: on one hand, the green energy is needed for transition to 
a low-carbon economy while on the other hand, coal and natural gas should be kept for use to ensure its economic 
growth; Netherlands should not only maintain its advantages in the natural gas industry, but also actively develop 
new renewable energy technologies; and by taking use of the market mechanism, the country will keep its energy 
hub status in Northwest Europe. The latter part of the paper summarizes Dutch technical strength in natural gas, 
wind energy, solar energy and smart grid, to tell the rationale of the Dutch energy policy.
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