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Abstract The EU has been paying much more attention to the development of Internet of Things (IoT). By 
taking a series of measures, such as setting the IoT development policies, funding R&D and innovation projects 
concerning IoT, enhancing public awareness to IoT, etc, the EU aims to seize the development opportunity of 
IoT and strengthen its industrial competitive power in order to get rid of economic crisis and, cope with social 
challenges. China has worked out the 12th Five-Year Plan for IoT Development, based on which its domestic 
IoT industry has made a great progress. But a wide gap still exists compared with the developed countries in 
aspects of key technologies, high-end products, large scale applications, information safety and IoT standards, 
etc. This article analyses the EU’s IoT policies, practices and key research areas, which can provide some useful 
information to the IoT researchers and companies in China.
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