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Introduction to Cooperative Research Centre Program

of Australia

LIU Yan

(Department of High&New Technology Development and Industrialization, the Ministry of Science
and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: Science and technology are an inexhaustible source for economic development and social progress,

reflecting a country’s comprehensive national strength. The science and technology departments in all governments

usually focus on how to foster the combination of science, technology and economic, and how to make scientific

achievements better benefit the people and economic development. Australian Government has taken the

Cooperative Research Centre Program as an important platform to promote its national innovation system, to

foster the combination of university, research and business sectors, as well as support emerging industries. This

paper introduces the program’s operating and managing mechanism, and explains its characteristics based on

the case study and data. As an industry-university-research cooperation partnership of supporting the end-user-

driven research, the program aims to foster the combination of industry and research sectors by making full

use of resources from domestic departments and abroad as well as by training professional personnel, which is

worthwhile to be shared by Chinese counterparts in policy making.

Key words: Australia; Cooperative Research Centre Program; industry-university-research cooperation



