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Analysis on China’s Science and Technology Internationalization

CHENG Ru-yan

(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: With the globalization of science and technology, the level of S&T internationalization of a country
is being used for measuring its S&T performance level. This paper studies the characteristics and indicators
of S&T internationalization, then analyzes the current situation of China’s S&T internationalization from the
perspective of research personnel, transnational enterprises and S&T output. Results show that the level of
China’s S&T internationalization is increasing rapidly in recent years, but its overall level is lower than many
developed countries. Specifically, both Chinese students studying abroad and returnees keep consistent growth;
SCI papers published by Chinese researchers and co-authored SCI papers including at least one foreign author
are increasing rapidly; transnational corporations are enhancing their R&D efforts and M&A activities in China;
however, the brain drain in China outnumbers the introduction of foreign talents; the proportion of foreign staff
in research institutes is still small. One reason leading to these problems is the passivity in the process of S&T
internationalization. So it is necessary to study China’s S&T internationalization at the strategic level, support
Chinese enterprises’ transnational R&D, and encourage foreign enterprises’ technology spillover, so as to promote
the innovation ability and global influence of China.

Key words: China; internationalization of science and technology; global influence; transnational

enterprises; international output of S&T



