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Experience and Practices of Ireland to Cross the
 “Middle Income Trap” by Innovation

YANG  Zhi-jun
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Abstract: Once to be an agriculture-oriented country, Ireland has completed its economy transform and  
got rid of the Middle Income Trap by developing the information communication technology and life science 
industries. Ireland government has taken a series of measures to accelerate its economy development, such as 
relying on innovation for development, guiding the innovation by technology foresight, supporting domestic 
enterprises and funding hi-tech start-ups, promoting the cooperation between universities and national science 
parks, and emphasizing talents training. The paper analyzes Ireland’s experience of economy development and its 
practices to cross the “Middle Income Trap” by innovation, which would provide reference for Chinese economy 
transform.
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Germany Initiates the Action Plan for Individualized Medicine
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Abstract: The German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) has initiated the Action Plan 
for Individualized Medicine in April, 2013. According to this plan, BMBF invests about €360 million during 
2013-2016 to support personalized medicine across the whole research and innovation chain ranging from basic 
research, preclinical research, and clinical research up to health economy through promoting partnership and 
networking among enterprises, universities and research institutions. The plan emphases on systematic medicine 
research, biological makers verification, experimental design and optimization, enhancing industry-university-
research alliance, participating international cooperation and study on the ethical, legal and social issues. The 
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objectives, focal points and possible international cooperation of the new action plan for individualized medicine.

Key words: Germany individualized medicine Action Plan for Individualized Medicine industry-
university-research alliance


