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Abstract: Ocean plays a central role in the well-being of humans. As a science and technology power, the 
US made the Ocean Research Priorities Plan in 2007. In 2010, Obama Administration issued its first national 
marine policy, then in 2013 the US released “Science for an Ocean Nation: An Update of the Ocean Research 
Priorities Plan” with the aim of promoting ocean science and research. The plan listed six ocean research topics: 
management on the ocean natural and cultural resources, improving the resilience of natural and environmental 
disaster, ocean transportation operation and ocean environment, role of ocean in the climate change, promoting 
ecosystem health as well as the relation between ocean and human health, etc. This article analyzes the background 
of the plan, describes the research priorities, societal themes and cross-cutting topics, and makes a study on the 
progress of ocean research in the US.
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