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Abstract: The total investment in research and development (R&D) in New Zealand has shown an 
increasing trend in recent years. In August 2013, New Zealand Government released the report of Research & 
Development Survey in New Zealand: 2012. The report indicates that in 2012 the R&D expenditure of New 
Zealand was up to NZD 2.625 billion, accounting for 1.27 percent of its GDP. This proportion is relatively 
low compared with other OECD countries. Its R&D funds come from businesses, government, universities, 
overseas organizations and other groups, of which businesses and government contribute over 80% of the total. 
The research activity is split into three types: basic research, applied research and experimental development. 
Expenditure on applied research showed the largest increase, exceeding 1 billion NZD for the first time and 
making up 41% of total R&D expenditure. Manufacture is the top area of economy to which the R&D is targeted, 
20 percent of total R&D expenditure is for manufacturing purposes. Government sector continues to spend the 
most on bioscience R&D. The scale of R&D personnel has showed a consistent increasing trend since 2006. 
In New Zealand, R&D is a foothold into markets, and the most common way of engagement is between staffs.
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