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Comparative Analysis of Renewable Energy Deployment and
Related Policies and the Resulting Effects in
United Kingdom and Germany

GU Jun-zhan

(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Both United Kingdom and Germany are keen advocates of mitigating dangerous climate change

and developing alternative energy. But there exists a large gap in deploying renewables between two nations. Up

to 2012, the renewable energy makes up 4.1 percent of the final energy consumption in the UK, and 12.6% in
Germany. The installed total capacity of renewable reaches 15 538 MW in the UK, and 76 017 MW in Germany,

respectively. This is due to a number of factors including the different energy policy tools implemented by the

two governments. Numerous practices has proved that Germany’s Feed-in Tariff system is superior to Britain’s

Renewables Obligation, because it can offer stable profit return to the renewable generation company over a long

period. Although Britain is lagging behind Germany by such a large margin in deploying renewables, it has the

great potential to develop renewables and is catching up quickly by the support of British government.

Key words: United Kingdom; Germany; renewable energy industry ; renewable energy policy



