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Research and Innovation Reform in Italy in
European Debt Crisis

GAI Hong-bo', YIN Jun’

(1. Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038
2. Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: In order to recover from the Europe debt crisis as soon as possible, Italian government introduced
a series of reforms, among which research and innovation are their focuses. The major measures taken by
Italian government include: streamlining of public R&D competitive funding, the reform to firms incentives, the
earmarking of resources for young researchers, the introduction of demand-driven innovation, the introduction
of tax credit on R&D, and also the introduction of new entrepreneurial culture to support the innovative start-up
companies. This paper briefly introduced the basic characteristics of the research and innovation system of Italy,
and then mainly focused on the changes of its research and innovation system as well as the innovation measures
taken by the Italy government addressing the Europe debt crisis. The Italian innovation policies and experiences
could be useful reference to Chinese counterparts for policy making.
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