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Top-Level Guidance and Curiosity-Driven Research,
a Relationship of Water and Fire?
— A Thorough Insight into the Haldane Principle

GUO Dong-bo

(Bureau of Science and Technology, Weihai Torch Hi-tech Park, Weihai 264209)

Abstract: As a traditional idea about the allocation of research funding by the British government, the
Haldane Principle has been regarded by academic circle as the golden rule which can not be violated at all. The
principle is the idea that decisions about what to spend research funds on should be made by researchers rather
than politicians. However, in the past several decades, there has been a hot debate about it by the various circles
concerned. There is a debate that social good was more important than researchers’ freedom in deciding the
direction of research. The government advocates more funds into the fields benefiting the economy development,
while the critics argue that it is unpractical to unify the basic science remaining high quality with the applied
research oriented to industries interest. Since the coalition government took office, the Haldane Principle has
been further clarified and interpreted, which has aroused great concern from both the government and the
science community. Such being the case, how should we view the Haldane Principle correctly? The paper gives
a thorough review, examination and analysis of the Haldane Principle, in the hope that this would offer some
references for the top-level design of innovation systems in China.

Key words: The UK ; the Haldane Principle; allocation of research funding
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