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Analysis of Japanese Science and Technology Award System

WU Xiang-lei
(China Science and Technology Exchange Center, Beijing 100045)

Abstract: With the rapid development of science and technology all over the world, science and technology
awards have been highly valued by many countries in the world, and have been widely developed since the
twentieth century. In order to promote the country’s science and technology development, encourage the
combination of technology and economy, many countries has formed their own distinctive science and technology
reward systems for the promotion of scientific and technological progress and the economic development. Reward
system of science and technology in Japan mainly includes two models: one is the centralized and hierarchical
incentive model led by the government, and the other one is scattered diversification model which is carried out by
non-governmental organizations and enterprises, which have become one of the important means for the Japanese
government to encourage basic research and guide the innovation of technology. The paper summarized the basis
system of Japanese science and technology reward system, lists the major science and technology awards in Japan,
and makes analysis and research on the awards, and summed up the main features of the Japanese science and
technology reward system.

Key words: Japan; science and technology award; system; features
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