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Comparative Study on Science, Technology and Innovation
Strength Between China and U.S. Based on SEI Report

CHEN Yu, XUAN Zhao-hui
(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing  100038)

Abstract: After analyzing the characteristics of the US SEI report and studying the conclusion of the latest
2016 report, this paper does a comparative study between China and the United States in science, technology and
innovation performance, including education, research funding, the number of published papers and knowledge-
intensive industries development. It is found that U.S. remains highest scientific and technological innovation
super power, with a comprehensive absolute advantage in all areas. China’s innovation input-output ranks the
second in the world, with an increasingly prominent position, but there is still a large gap compared with the
United States.

Key words: Sino-US comparison; science and engineering indicators; science, technology and innovation;
science and technology indicators
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