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The US Manufacturing Extension Partnership: Operational
Model, Successful Experiences and Enlightenment to China

ZHONG Ping, QIN Yuan

(The Administrative Centre for China’s Agenda 21, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: The US Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) is a national program managed by the US
National Institute of Standard and Technology (NIST), Department of Commerce. Partnered with established
network of local centers in all the states over more than 30 years, MEP dedicates itself in serving small and
medium-sized manufactures and plays a very important role in promoting their technical capacity and market
competitiveness during the past years. This paper summarizes the success factors and good experience of MEP,
compares MEP with similar national program in China, i.e. the Productivity Promotion Center Program and the
Innovation Method Program. Then it proposes the following recommendations: establishing market-oriented long-
term operational mechanism; sustaining appropriate level of public funding aiming for long term; strengthening
internal assessment and external evaluation.

Key words: US; MEP; technical service; enterprise competitiveness
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