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Practice on Japan’s ERATO Program and its Enlightenment
to Support Leading Basic Research in China

LI Jian-hua', LIU Yan-bin®
(1. Ningbo Institute of Science & Technology Information, Ningbo, Zhejiang 315040;

2. Zhejiang University Ningbo Institute of Technology, Ningbo, Zhejiang 315100)

Abstract: After 1980s, ERATO implemented by Japan Science and Technology Agency has played a catalytic

role in its national innovation system. Its past experience of achieving a leading position and catching up in basic

science is worth studying. In this paper, the organization and operation characteristics of Japan’s ERATO Program

are studied, and some inspirations and suggestions for strengthening basic research and promoting disruptive

innovation in China are put forward.

Key words: Japan; ERATO Program; organizational characteristics; operational effectiveness



