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Research on the Layout of Rare Earth Industry in the United
States and Its Enlightenment to China

XIONG Shu-ling, ZHENG Jia, ZHENG Yan-ning
(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Rare earth has been recognized as an extremely important strategic resource by all countries in the
world, especially the developed countries, due to its extensive application and indispensablility in the field of high
and new technology. Based on this, the development status of rare earth industry in China and the United States
were briefly introduced, and the research of a series of layout of rare earth industry in the United States since 2010
was focused on. The research shows that the United States is highly dependent on and in great demand for rare
earth resource, and its smelting and separation technology level of rare earth is low. The rare earth industry layout
of the United States aims to build a complete rare earth supply chain in order to reshape the global competition
pattern of rare earth industry. China possesses significant advantages in the middle and upper reaches of rare earth
industry chain, but lacks high and new technologies and core high-end products. China should also actively adjust
its strategic layout in order to seek greater and longer benefits in the rare earth industry chain.

Key words: the U.S.; China; rare earth; development status; industrial layout



