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Priorities of Ocean Science and Technology Development in
the United States in the Coming Decade and Its Implication
for China

LI Xiao-min

(First Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources, Qingdao, 266061)

Abstract: As the first marine power in the world, the United States has always maintained a leading position
in ocean scientific research and technological development since World War II. The ocean science and technology
development strategic plan formulated has valuable reference for China on the related research. In November
2018, the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) released Science and Technology for America’s
Oceans: A Decadal Vision which identifies five goals to advance the U.S. ocean S&T for the decade 2018-
2028: Understanding the ocean in the earth system, promoting economic prosperity, ensuring maritime security,
safeguarding human health, and developing resilient coastal communities. They are the action plan for the ocean
S&T development in the United States in the coming decade. Through analyzing above five goals and 101
research priorities to achieve those goals, the characteristics of the U.S. ocean S&T development in the coming
decade were summarized, and some suggestions were put forward in consideration of China’s actual situation.

Key words: the U.S.; ocean science and technology; research priorities of ocean science and technology in the

coming decade; ocean science and technology development strategy
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