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The International Experience and Reference of the
Government's Support for Innovation of SMEs:
A Case Study of BioNTech in Germany

ZHU Huan-huan, CHEN Zhi
(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: It is a common practice for countries all over the world to support the small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs). This paper takes the German company BioNTech, a technology-based SMEs that has
emerged in the global COVID-19 vaccine R&D competition, as an example, to analyze the main factors of its
successful R&D of COVID-19 vaccine by using the common technology of mRNA immunotherapy and the main
ways in which the German government supports the R&D of COVID-19 vaccine. Finally, combined with the
actual situation of China, this paper puts forward some suggestions and measures to strengthen the technological
innovation, especially to break through the key generic technologies of the technological SMEs in China.
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