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Distributions, Hotspots and Fronts of Research on Citation Analysis
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(1. Public Management School, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105;
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Abstract: Using knowledge visualization software CiteSpace II, 2863 papers on citation analysis collected during
1975-2010 by Web of Science (SCI-E, SSCI) are studied. The distributions of citation analysis research categoried
by time, region, institution, journal and discipline, as well as the representatives of each discipline and their typical
research works are analyzed to intuitively reveal the current status of the citation analysis research. Research
hotspots are identified by analyzing the appearance frequency and co-appearance of the keywords. Research
fronts are depicted on the basis of the developing trend of the subject words.
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