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Visualization Analysis of Co-citation Relations on the Literatures in Interna-

tional Metadata Field
—Research Trend Analysis based on CiteSpace 111

Liu Jian

(School of Information Management, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093)

Abstract: Metadata is the data about data. It could be used to describe digital information and improve the level
of developing, organizing and using web resources. This paper provides a visualization analysis on the co-citation
relation on the literatures in international metadata research fields by using CiteSpace III. Results clearly show
the pivotal nodes in metadata research history. Based on these pivotal nodes, it could easily distinguish the classic
literatures and four re-search fronts emerged in the metadata research history. The results will promote further
understanding in emerging trends in metadata research field.
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