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Innovation Networks, Absorptive Capacity and Innovation Performance

Demonstration of the Yangtze River Delta 's Automobile Industrial Cluster
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(Business School, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100)

Abstract: Based on network theory, the paper takes innovation network as a starting point of cluster
innovation analysis and studies the data of Yangtze River Delta region's automobile industry, to discuss the
relationship among innovation networks, absorption capacity and innovation performance. The results show
that: innovation networks have positive impacts on the absorption capacity; transformation and exploitation
have positive direct impacts on innovation performance, but acquisition and assimilation are not directly
related to innovation performance.
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