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Abstract: This paper explores UK’s science and technology development strategy and the general approach
of developing National Strategic R&D Forces over the past ten years. It analyzes the pattern of UK’s national
strategic R&D forces and draws a conclusion that the system is mainly made up of four parts, namely
research institutes/research centers/national laboratories primarily supported by research councils, university
laboratories primarily supported by HEFCE, research institutes primarily supported by government organs,
and technology and innovation centers primarily supported by Innovate UK. In addition, the paper discusses
UK government’s key concerns in UK’s national strategic R&D force selection, covering research directions,
candidates, and geographical distribution. Based on the analysis, it proposes suggestions for China to develop
its national strategic R&D forces.
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