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Concept Prototype of Digital Space in Horizon Scanning

ZHANG Yingjie, BAI Chen, ZHU Lijun, KUANG Shiyuan
(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Horizon scanning is a process of perception, analysis and evaluation for dynamic acquisition of
various signals. It has been widely used in policy-making, science and technology management and decision-
making of governments or organizations. This paper summarizes the differences in cognition and practice
of digital space among industry, library and information industry and cognitive psychology, and defines
the concept boundary of digital space. On the basis of Popper’s “Three Worlds Theory”, this paper combs
the horizon scanning framework and general process, puts forward the concept model of digital space, and
summarizes three construction modes: engine search construction, consortium collaborative construction and
authority regulatory construction, which can be used to form data space, common knowledge space and policy
governance space, which together constitute the digital space in horizon scanning.
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