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America’s nuclear power industry today

WEI Zhiqi
(The Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: The US is a country which possesses the largest scale nuclear power station in the world in terms
of the installed capacity, generator sets, and power output of nuclear power plant. This paper outlines the current
status of the America’s nuclear power industry, investigates the influence on nuclear technology trend by nuclear
energy research and development activities undertaken by American government, analyses how the government’s
favourable policies, incentive approaches and improved regulations push forward the nuclear power growth and
increase its safety level. The paper indicates some challenges and highlighted problems faced by the industry and
the dilemma caused by swinging policy as well, and points out it’s almost unlikely that there will be a large scale
development of the nuclear power industry in the U.S. as expected in the next decade.

Key words: United States; nuclear power; nuclear power policy; fuel cycle; nuclear power supervision



