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Patent Output Characteristics of Projects Funded by the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA)

ZHANG Jing, ZHAO Xiaoyuan

(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: This research analyzes the innovation activities of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA) of the United States, which is recognized as a successful example of government-led disruptive technology
innovation in the world. The paper utilizes public available patents information of DARPA-funded projects worldwide
and project information publicly disclosed on various U.S. government websites. The analysis focuses on R&D layout,
key funded agencies, R&D network, and global technology layout. The results show that the U.S. intellectual property
policies and regulations have a significant effect on DARPA’s patent output. The patent output produced by enterprises and
institutions is basically equal, but institutions are the hub node and bridge of DARPA’s R&D collaboration network. More
than 40% of DARPA’s patents are located overseas, and China is its most important overseas market.

Keywords: Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency; patent; innovation network; R&D layout



