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Experience of U.S. Regional Innovation Programs and Its
Implications to China

CUI Ting', LIN Jie', WEN Ke"*
(1. Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190;

2. School of Public Policy and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract: The regional innovation program is a key tool for the United States to empower economic
development through technology. In 2022, the U.S. CHIPS and Science Act authorized the establishment of four
new regional innovation programs, marking a significant milestone in federal support for regional innovation. To
clarify the logic behind the allocation of U.S. regional innovation resources, this article systematically traces and
analyzes the evolution of U.S. policies supporting regional innovation over the past 50 years. This paper reveals
that the U.S. federal government has achieved industrial sector layouts through regional innovation programs and
has established a coordination mechanism across institutions, levels, and programs to enhance the integration
of different initiatives, supported by both government and diverse stakeholders. To optimize China’s regional
innovation strategy, this paper suggests strengthening the central-local collaboration mechanism in regional
innovation layout, using the innovation chain layout to drive coordinated regional development, and promoting
diversified funding inputs.

Keywords: the United States; regional innovation program; regional innovation engines; regional technology

and innovation hubs.



